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This Submission was prepaned rather hurrsedly this 
morning. It concerns stsels panticulanily with the status 


of native women, Metis and EskAmo., 


IT am employed as the Executive Secretany of the 
Northwest Territories Division of the Indian-Eskimo Association 
of Canada, but this submission 45 a personal submission since 
there has not been time to have this approved by the Northwest 
Territories Board of Dinectons. However, I am confident that 


they would go akong with the majority of this submission, 


WHAT IS THE STATUS OF NATIVE WOMEN TODAY:- 
Today's native woman can be divided into three groups, 


the elderly - the present day mothers - and the young girls. 


Let me stant with the young first, since they are of 
primary concern, Most young native girls have been brought up, 
not by thein parents, but in a hostel system usually church run, 
This hostel system deprives these young girls of the bond of 
family unity. It deprives them of normal contact with those 
04 the apposite sex, It deprives them of person to person con- 
tact with older people. In most hostel situations, the people 
in authority ane overworked and cannot attend to the needs of 
the individual, I think that I can speak with some authority 
on that since both my wife.and myself have worked for several 


yearns in various hostels. 
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The stakf{ of these hostels - in the most part - are 
not native people - they are white - and being white, they can- 
not begin to understand the particular probkLems facing the 
native people, both boys and ginks. There 45 almost a complete 
Lack of communication between the students and the hostet Stak. 
Certainly most hostek stags tempt to do thein very best for thos 
in their cane - but the best is not good enough. What is needed 
perhaps, 4b for mone native people to be hined as hostel super- 


visors, people who ane bi-kinguak in the various native Languages 





who can nekate to those in residences - somebody who can really 
feel and know what the students problems ane, With thts basic 
understanding between stash and students, many problems that 


woukd arise at a hater date may be quelled, 


In many hostel situations, dating i5 not allowed. What 
does this do to the young girl? Surely this is a cause of 
frustration and as such when the young girl Leaves the hostel 
Sttuation on the enter the world, she has s0 much to catch up 
on that akmost immediately she falls easy prey to the male 


community, 


But before we go too far on that trend, Lets take a 
Look at what happens when a ginl gets out of a hostel. She 
4s about sixteen yearns old - she has not known family Love 
Like my children when they ane sixteen - she will have been 
taught in akk probability that sex and sin ane SYNONYMOUS : 
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she will have no great understanding of the world having Led 

a sheltered Life up to this point - she will have some education 
but not enough to get a decent job - she wikl usuaklLy want to 
get out of her home settlement since employment in the smaller 
communities ib ekthenrn Limited or non-existent, The bright 
Lights of places Like Inuvik, VelLowknife, Hay River, and 

Fort Smith ac her, 


She arrives, (in Let's say Yellowknife). ee at 
the ainport, not knowing anyone in the settlement. She has no 
job and very Little money, if any. Upon her annivak in town, 
She wikl hang around the hotels. She may hang around there un- 
Lik the small hours of the morning, hoping that someone wrkl 
help her. Finally, after the bars chose someone, usually white, 
Wikh offer hera place MO Miay Bale next thing that By oy: 
as we akk know 44 that she ends up in the courtroom facing the 
magistrate on a change of minor concern, With no money to ae 
the fine, the young native gink is Sent.out to a correctional 
Anstitute for a stretch of time, But this is not the end, onky 
the beginning. When released, she 48 no better off than when 


bhe £4154 annived in town and 40 the viscious cincke stants. 


This morning some reference was made tn having counsell- 
ing agencies available, I believe Manpower and the Y.W.C.A. were 


mentioned. Manpower is an employment agency Located in thts 
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building, an obscure office what is for most native Ones 0! 
Lange town, The Y.W.C.A. £5 an imposing residence on the out- 


skints of town and not easily necognizable as a place of help. 


Most ginks when arriving in town know nothing 0f 
Manpower on the Y.W.C.A. or any other agencies. They ane too 


shy to walk in to a white office and ask for help. They are 





too independent to take their troubles to a "white man" since 
they have already emma aan ee thern past ten years in the 
hostels that the white people can not be approached concerning 
Some probkems. Ane we naive enough to think that native girls 
wikk go to existing agencies because they ane thene? I don't 
think 50, What 4s needed in alk major communities 44 some kind 
of f£rtendship centre (for Lack of a better name) staffed by 
native people and having at its disposal, accommodation, meals, 
and some form of recreation, The centre could perform as a 
co-ordinating agency, dispensing information and aeeistanee 
when needed for all native people arriving in "the city" for 
the fAnst time, Without thas minima, cancers of atd these 

young ginls ane going to be in tewe up ‘to their necks before 


they know X44, 


Surely it ibs Leas expensive and much mone productive 
to aue at the root of the problems. rather than provide drastic 
Surgery in the form of courts and fails. This, I think is one 


area in which native people can be helped. 
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Many people wikl say that this is thein problem, 1 
think that this 48 our problem, This is a community problem. 
We have to do just as much for the white people in these 
northern communities as we have to do for the native people. 


The native people know what thein problems ane, - do we? 


They do not have the resources to combat these probLems 
we do, So then - we have to provide better counselling services 
An hostels from the very earnky years until ave girks ane ready 
to enter university or take up employment. We have to have some - 
form of co-ordination services in alk communities. We need 
Anstant accommodation for these young ginls when they arrive 
unknown, unfamiliar, and bewildered in these Langer communities. 
Would you turn your sixteen-year old daughter Loose in Yorkville, 


Toronto, without any money and not knowing a soul? 


Moving into my second category of women now, I would 
Like to describe the status, if you can call it that, of the 
native women of today. The average native woman of today at 
er nearing thinty is already an old woman, She has had five to 
ten children Living in substandard and over-crowded housing, 
She has none of the aids known in our homes, She does not 
have running water, no electricity, no decent furniture, no 
thermostatically controlled temperature in the home, The woman 


does not have a refrigerator in which she can store her supplies 


APs sicxe Hye 





in bulk, Her husband does not bring home a pay cheque at 
negulan intervals. He is probablLy gone most of the day in 
search of firewood or out hunting for that ever elusive moose, 


on out fishing in the cold waters of Some Lake or ALver, 


The woman 4s Left to tend to her chikdren and when 
they get old enough to attend schook (séx yearns), they ane 


often taken from her and sent to hostels. She knows that an 





education 48 good for her chikdnen but she doesn't know why - 
they ane sent anyway. After an absence of sixteen yearns, she 
Sees her children back in thein home settkhement, unfit for 


work on unfit for the traditionak way of Life. 


There ane akways children in a native home, even 46 
the woman &4& past the child-bearing age, she 48 often caring 
for the neighbours children or her own grandchildren. There 
4h no r4LhLegitimate chikd in the Indian or Eskimo culture. 
Children ane children and have to be Looked aften. They have 
to be fed and changed and Loved, negardless of their background, 
The women may be packing one child on her back and have toddlers 
anound her feet, The floor is often cold, the children sick, 
Lack of food, and she wikl have to pack two pails of water on 
a yoke from the Lake some distance away or have to depend on 
a 45 gakkon drum of water delivered once a week. AS in Some : 


Settlements there is a change for water delivery, how is she 
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going to pay for it? There is no money coming in, 


Certainty, the Soctat Welfare should take cane of her 
and her family. They wikl see that she get a subsistent 
alkowance for food, ckothing, heat, and housing. But is Sub- 
Addbtence enough? The woman of today must have guts, Lots of 
guts to get up each morning and face another day. 1 have heard 
An my travels from some Civilk Servants that these women are 
happy in their present conditions, happy to sit around without 
neason in their untidy homes, Living a Lise of bLissful ignorance. 
This 45, Of course, nonsence. It 48 next to impossible to keep 
a house neat and tidy when you have five or SAx children under- 
foot ak day, running in and out of a smakl house, smaller than 
most garages. Nothing makes a native woman happier than bering 
able to provide meat for visitors in what they know is a poor 
house, sharing what Litthe they have. The Indian peopke, in 
particular, since I am familian with them, have a welfare system 
which surpasses ours many times oven. They wikl not Let a man 
go hungry, somehow food is found to feed the hungry. They well 


not Let a baby go unloved and unwanted. 


WHAT ABOUT SOME OF THE OTHER PROBLEMS: - 
Perhaps the major problem 44 akcohol., The akcohok 
probLem as Such, is a misnomer. Alcohol is the effect of a 


great sociak problem, With such a bkeak unnrewarnding Life to 
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Lead it is not surprising that native people turn to akcohol 
and attempt to gain a few moments of respite from their day- 
to-day troubles. If we had to put up with the trials and 
tribulations of the native people in the north today, I know 
that many of us (46 we survived), would tend to Lose ourselves 


in alcohol, probably mone frequently than they do. 


The native women are industrious! They ane the hewers 








of wood, the drawers of water, 44shernmen, trappers, tanners, 


and above alk mothers. They are also very artistic. Many of | 
the women do fine handicraft work, But what they get for the Long | 
hours of totk straining thein eyes in poor Light to work an in- 
tricate pattern of beads, embroidery, quikl work or moose hain, 
They get a mene pittance. For the ten cents an hour they get, 
they could get mone for thein kabours now with the high costs 
of native handicrafts. Why the high costs? These handicrafts 
ane bought by white peopke who then market it for the tiie 
people, For example a pain of beaded moccasins of the best 
quakity may make the antist four on five dollars, but in the 
market you will find that the price for the item is fifteen 
dollars. The white handlers of handicrafts have made about 
100% profit in the few minutes they spent in buying the work 
and the time in shipping it for sale, whereas the Indian women 
Spend several days tanning the hide, has an investment of about 


$1.00 in beads, thread and needles. She has had to keep her oth 
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Lamp burning and at the same time try to sustain hear family, 


- Profit $2.00 - Wages about 25¢ an hour. 


Perhaps the native women of the north should get to- 
gether and form thein own handicragt marketing agency, and 
attempt to solve their day-to-day problems; but this they 
cannot do akong. They need the encouragement of the whole 
community, the need, the experdence and assistance from the 
white peopke, They need a seale other than their own which they 
can compare. They need thein horizons Lifted beyond the day-to- 


day drudgery of Life. 


NOW HOW ABOUT THE OLDER LADIES?: 

The older generation have nothing to Look forward to 
except for the eternal nespite from the trials of thein Long Lives. 
They ane stooped {om cannying heavy Loads of wood and water; 
thein hands are gnarled ee working panethanaea in cold water 
and cold weather, But her anms ane strong and muscular and they 
ane also tender anms, anms that have naised many children and 
continue to do 50. 1 don't think that there is very much we can 
do for the older people other than provide them with comfortable 
housing and adequate food. Above all, we can't put them in a 
old folks home. They have to be near thein Loved ones untcl they 


We. 
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So fan, I have onky touched some of the most abvious 


probLems facing the native women, there are others. 1 will not | 


go into them in great detaik since time does not permit, But 


Let's briefly take a Look at some of the problems, 


1) 


2 ) 


3) 


4) 


5 ) 


6) 


7) 


iad 


They have to face the highest infant mortality 
nate in Canada more than eight times the national 


average; 


They have no say/ on very kittkhe on how or where 


thein daughters wikl be brought up; 


They see white people come into thein settlements 


and take jobs that their husbands could do; 


They have no communication with the education 


System; 


They have Littke or no contact with people other 


than people in their own settlement; 


They have no one to show them the ant of home- 


making; \ 


They ane for the most part illiterate; 
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9) 


10) 


i) 


13) 


14) 


ioe) 
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There are few jobs at which they on thein 


daughtens can work; 


They ane existing on inadequate welfare hand- 


Outs; 
They have no part in the pkanning of their houses; 
There ane few Laundries in any of the settlements; 


They ane not invited to partictpate in any such 
organizations as the D.M.S., the Elks, etc, If 


they ane invited, they do not feel at ease, 


The native people ane not equal in the courts of 
Law, pantky because they do not know their rights 
non understand them due to Lack of knowing how to 


nead and Speak English, Native court workers ane 


needed immediately? 


The native women supfer from greater health hazards 
caused by poor housing, over-crowded Living conditions, 


inadequate food, and isolation. A crash program 
of increased medicat facilities in the north 4s 


in dAmmediate need! 
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16) 


17} 


18) 


nos) 


The need for trained health workers. both mate 


and female 4s very great; 


There is usually no sanitation in smakl communities 


on garbage disposal; 





There is very Little recreation in Indian communities| 
and where there are community ckubs they are us ne Le 


white dominated and white oniented; 


The Metis women in particular, do not have the 
Same benefits as the Indian and Eskimo people. They 


cannot get sree housing and other benefits. 


These ane fust a senatch on the surface of the problems 


facing the native women today. Their status could be vastly im- 


proved and they woukd Like to see it improved as s00n as possible, 


Respectfully submitted, 


Harry Lecshman, 
Executive Secretary, 
NSW. ey Pv cer oe 
Indian-Eskimo Association 
0% Canada, 
Yellowknife, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, 
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